
Outsiders at Home:  The Politics of 

American Islamophobia  
Friday, March 5, 2021 | 12:00PM-1:30PM PST 

Will be held via Zoom 

For more information please email w2tam@ucsd.edu 

Register Here 

Discrimination against Muslim Americans has soared over the last two decades with hostility 

growing especially acute since 2016 – in no small part due to targeted attacks by 

policymakers and the media. Outsiders at Home offers the first systematic, empirically driven 

examination of the status of Muslim Americans in U.S. democracy, evaluating the topic from a 

variety of perspectives. To what extent do Muslim Americans face discrimination by 

legislators, the media, and the general public? What trends do we see over time, and how 

have conditions shifted? What, if anything, can be done to reverse course? How do Muslim 

Americans view their position, and what are the psychic and sociopolitical tolls? Answering 

each of these questions, I show that the rampant, mostly negative discussion of Muslims in 

the media and national discourse has yielded devastating political and social consequences. 

Discussant: David O. Sears  
David Sears is Distinguished Professor Emeritus at the University of California, Los 

Angeles. His general research interests are in social psychology; political psychology; public 

opinion; intergroup conflict; attitudes and the life cycle.  
 

 

Author: Nazita Lajevardi 
Nazita Lajevardi is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at Michigan 

State University. She received her Ph.D. from the University of California, San Diego in 2017, 

her J.D. from the University of San Francisco School of Law in 2012, and her B.A. from the 

University of California, Los Angeles in 2009. Her work focuses mainly on issues related to 

race and ethnic politics, political behavior, voting rights, and immigration. 

https://ucla.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tVZhHVaCT_6JtgJFWzCqtg
https://www.psych.ucla.edu/faculty/page/sears
https://polisci.msu.edu/people/directory/lajevardi-nazita.html

