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'ILis collection ofessays combines hisblica1 andyses and cur-
renr accounts of tiansnational politics among a variety of Asian
Amoican etlnic groups Cmbodians, Chinse, Japanese, IG-
rean, Filifno, Indian, and Vietnamese. It is a must for my library
on ethnic studies. \Mth the exception ofthe essay on Indians and
the Indian-U.S. Nuclear Deal, rhe locus is on ethnic communi
ties from East and Southe$t Asia. While nost of the chapters
deal wirh specific ethnic grouPs, there are several essays attemPt-
irg to draw larger conciusions about the role ofAsian Americans
in domestic and tnnsnational politics. There is also ar attempt to
determine by survey data whether Asian Americans identi$ by
country of origin, by the Asim-American pan ethnic community,
or by the seliridentiication as Amdican. While those chapters
haw the potential for ievealing a great deal about contemPor{y
Asian-Anerican immigmnts and their childreq they 3ppezr the
least usefut parts of this stirdy for both academic and popular con-

Instead, many ofthe essays on specific groups are the best writ-
ten and most informative, especixlly the e{cdlent pieces on Japa:
nese Americans by Eiichiro Azuna on howJapanese Anericans
in California in the 1910s sought aid from tle Japanese govern-
nent and Japanese businessmen lo counter the nativist campaign
in California. This canpaign failed to stem the nativist tide, but it
plovided an i{uminating dample of ethnic politics md the thenre
oftransnational alliances that other historians have ignored. Simi
larly, Hnomi Monobe erplores the campaign ofJapanese Ameri
cans in Hawaii between the wars to ptornote reco8nition ofJapan
and Japanese culture to countd White dtitudes that emPhasized
the racial inferioriry of the Japanese. At the salne time, JaPanese
Americans stressed that the local community should ienounce
dual citizcnship and identiry as Americans as a way to counter
the dual loyalty theme thit has often targeted ethnic and religious
minorities, whcrher Japanese identification with Japan in the io
tetrxr years or Jewish identification wjth Israel.

ODe thenc that enrerges fron thc essrys is rhc risc of nev
Asian-American political leaders who have learned to forn coali
tions. Another thene is how immiStants can influence American
forelgn policy. Wh;le the role of Cuban imnigrants on Anerican
Cuban policy is well documerted, the autho$ bing out the role of
yietmnese communities io emphasizing loyrlty to the gag of the
Republic of South Vietnam (RSV). To the enbarrassment of rhe
Stxte Department, Vietnamese have been successtul in pressur
ing 1ocal political leaders to pa$ resolutions recognirng the RSV
flag rather than the flag of communist \4etnam i. 1ocal events.
Profesional foreign poliry wonks 1vil1 iead this with dismay as
yet another ethnic community seeks to st?ke out irs own vision oi:
American breign policy at the local level and Persuade Politicians
to take actions that rur again* ou so-called nathnal interests.

HarveyJ. Strum
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Immiqration fron the town ofTlacuitapa in the state of]alisco,
M*icojs studied in this scholarly but accessible book. 'Ihe au
thors examine such facto$ as who rnigrates and why lmigrant
fletworks via friends and family de also scrutinized. A novel aP-
p.oac\ o rhe wo-L i"  io s/-nire lhe qLj l  ty ofco)or" €t r .eq
thur.n snuggl ing rerqork" thrL ave been 'o ab'urdl ]  deao"
ized in the Unn€d Statet. 'Ihe authors 6nd that diug iords are
unlikely to use immigrants as "mules" because ofc""cerns rhrr the
undocumented will be caught by border gurds or die in the des
ert. Imtrigrant smuggling and narcotics network are purposely
separrted and have norhingin common

b t . . , . . - , ' 1 .  "  r r ,  o '  a r - i n e r e . L ' d : ' L l - F p e ,  a n e j  e o l
identity. 'IIey 6nd that 6 6 petcent ofthe immigrants to the United
States from Tlacuitapa idenri4' as Latinos-which they note is a
U.S. term indicatiw ofU.S. cultural influenc€. fhere is no index
or idormation on lh€ authors, although the Spanish suwey quer
tionnaire is available. the naffative and sutrey identi4' matters of
i , rr . rc+ to U s 8or*.n 'nt  ag"r '  :e uch a'  r le Cl A (  "re De-
pxrtmert, Border Patrol) and to ideological and Political gloups,
although some questions srch 3s "do you smok/drink le$ in the
U.S or Nldico" are largely iffelevant Despite the social science
approach, this is a readable study emphasizing the dynamics ofthe
vibnnt U.S.-Mexican border rcgion

Saivador Rivera
SUNY-Coblesk
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DeBllj,Harn the Power aJPke: Geagra4tr, D6tinr, and Gto-
bdtization'' Rorgb Ldnd$a?e. New York Oxford Unin Press'
2009.280 pt. ISIN 978 0 l9--536770 6, $2795

De B[j nedmlously oudines how 'geograPhy and desdny are
rs,yinr-rwif 'd Lp. 17i  Lar gLrge "Dol"r  '  "djg 'ol  pracn.Pd
qurl ,1 ofnerfL erpvn r.d.  age l '  eo. and r 'e 'ker |  'oc oler-
feriencing a natual disaster are a few ofthe qualities oflife that
ire dnectly influenced by where we li1e. The aurhor makes a strong
case for "the powo ofptace" in the 6rst chaPter with a discussion
ofapartheid and South A$ica Tte chaPters that 6 ow are ich
with hfornatibn and andysk of a multitude of social, cultual,
politicd, economic, and environmental issues lderesting and
rowerful questions are raised. Why, for damPle' are peoPle will
ing to die ior their rellgiod but rot for ihcl lanSuage? How does
global warning influence the spread ofsome diseasesl PerhaPs the
most important question raised is lor the tader: how wili a qore
a/r-e ci- : , -n o. r  "  globr 'woid r .oond)

'Ihe global population, the natural hazads in North Amaica,
the perceni ofwomen il parliament, and cholera oltbreaks arejirst
a few ofthe topics reprcsented in the q-Aps ircluded ix this book.
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